
The Nine Freedoms of the Air
To enable air services to be provided all over the globe, civil aviation everywhere is based on nine 
“Freedoms of the Air”. These freedoms, and the specific traffic rights deriving from them, are  
negotiated not by the world’s airlines but between their home states. The resulting traffic rights  
are then enshrined in bilateral or multilateral air services agreements, which also have to be ratified 
by the parliaments of the countries concerned. These traffic rights are not subject to the rules  
and regulations of the World Trade Organization (WTO).   


